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elcome to Kids Corner! 
THD wants to hear 
from kids in the neigh- 


borhood! If youd like to ask a ques- 
tion, or youre a kid and want to be interviewed, please 
contact us at kids@thd.org. 


KAYA BOROVIK-WITOWSKI, 11 


Tf you could be any other being for a day, what would 
you be? 

“So many things I want to be, so many experiences 
I want to have, If there are aliens out there on another 
planet, I'd probably choose to be one of them for a day. 
I want to see how they live, see their culture, how they 
treat their dead, stuff like that.” 


Tf you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be? 


“T would get rid of violence. Too many wars going on.’ 


What are three things you want to do this sammer? 
“T'm really excited for Shakespeare camp. I'm also 
very excited to go on a vacation to an Airbnb. We do 
that almost every summer. And it’s technically not the 
summer, but I’m really excited to start my new school.’ 


Your favorite joke? 
“What do you call a fish with no eyes?...A fish.’ 


What is your favorite place to hang out in San 
Francisco? 

“Biking through the little bike path in Golden 
Gate Park, stopping at the pianos and playing the pia- 
nos. There's also this stand that sells ice cream, and my 
parents let us have ice cream on the weekend.” 


Join the 
Telegraph Hill 


Dwellers! 


oN 


Go to thd.org, 


and become part of this 
active community! 
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GAIUS BOROVIK-WITOWSKI, 9 


If you could be any other being for a day, what would 
you be? 

‘A wolf. Because a wolf is one of my favorite ani- 
mals, and I've always wondered how I'd change my life 
if I were a wolf...like become an alpha of the wolf pack. 


Might be a bit stressful.’ 


If you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be? 

“No wars. There's a lot of conflict going on in the 
world right now. It would be peaceful. Not that much 
stress anymore. It would be good.” 


What are three things you want to do this sammer? 
“Accomplishing a very hard thing in a video game. 
Spending time with my friends. And the final thing 


would be... having fun!” 


Your favorite joke? 
“Why don't crabs share their food?...Because 
they're shellfish.’ 


What is your favorite place to hang out in San 
Francisco? 

“Probably just my house. My room and/or the 
playroom and the movie room.’ 
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HARRIET DAILY-BURWELL, 9 


If you could be any other being for a day, what would 
you be? 

‘A satyr or a centaur or a tabaxi. I guess a satyr. 
They live in the woods and experience a lot of time with 
animals, and that’s what I want to spend my life doing.’ 


If you could change one thing about the world, what 
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would it be? 

“T would make LGBTQ kids more welcome. There 
would be no pollution and no climate change. Just a big, 
peaceful Earth.’ 


What are three things you want to do this sammer? 
“I'm looking forward to traveling, (I'm going to 

Wisconsin, and I always go to San Diego in August.) 

My birthday. And hanging out with some of my friends. 


Your favorite joke? 

‘A girl walks into a bar with a dog, She's willing to 
bet $100 that her dog can talk. The waiter agrees. She 
asks her dog: ‘What's another name for a ceiling?’ The 
dog says, ‘Roof! The waiter says, ‘Wow! OK, double 
or nothing!’ So, she asks the dog, “Whos the greatest 
baseball player of all time?’ ‘Ruth!’ The waiter was so 
mad he kicked them out of the restaurant. While they 
were on the sidewalk, the dog looked at his master and 
said, ‘Do you think I should have said Soto?” 


What is your favorite place to hang out in San 
Francisco? 

“My favorite ice cream spot is in Potrero called 
‘Milkbomb. I really recommend getting Aqua Dreams 
with torch fluff.” 


BENJAMIN KLIBAN, 10 


If you could be any other being for a day, what would 
you be? 

‘A housecat. It’s kinda nice and comfy — being able 
to just cuddle up for a day. Essentially having servants.’ 


If you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be? 

“Get rid of the homeless issues all around the world. 
The homeless issue is bad enough in S.F. alone. It must be a 
hundred times worse around the world, Everybody deserves 
a home or at least a place they can go to every night.’ 


What are three things you want to do this sammer? 
“Going to my family reunion. There's this beautiful 
fireworks show for Fourth of July. I know it's a little cli- 
ché but watching TV, reading, and playing video games. 
It's different in the summer because you know you don't 
need to earn it. It's yours for the taking. Also, I don't 
know if this counts, but I’m going to a new school this 
year, and I'm excited to see what it's going to be like!” 


Your favorite joke? 


“Why did the cyclops close the school?...Because 
he only had one pupil.’ 


What is your favorite place to hang out in San 
Francisco? 

“Golden Gate Park. It's huge and there's so much 
to do. Japanese Tea Garden, the playgrounds, the ferris 
wheel. Everything there is just beautiful.’ xe 
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PRESIDENT'S 
CORNER 


by Stan Hayes 
President@thd.org 


ello again, everyone! This is my fifth one- 
H= term as THD president, spread across 

nearly a decade. I’m hoping that this time I'll 
finally get it right. Fortunately, THD has a smart and 
dedicated board and more than 500 fine and thought- 
ful members to back me up. I'm grateful for once 
again having an opportunity to help better this special 
community in which we all live and that we all love. A 
community standing tall, COVID or not. 

And, for all his excellent efforts over the past two 
years, we owe a huge thanks to Al Fontes, THD’s out- 
going president, for a job well done! 

Summertime and the livin’ is easy...Telegraph 
Hill-style. Coyotes are nuzzling their pups, certified 
full cute by social media. Parrots are in full-feathered 
flight. Racoons raid yet another too-full bird bath. 
Birds are in full chirp in a hedge of roses. The cele- 
brated June Gloom, with its annual assault on July 4th 
fireworks now done, eases comfortably into Foggest. 

Summertime and the livin’ might be easy, but 
THD is workin’ hard. About as hard as I can recall. As 
our mission says: to build community, to beautify and 
improve it, to protect its unique and special character, 
to celebrate its history and traditions, to engage in City 
affairs, and when necessary, to stand up for the Hill. 
Just like THD has done for nearly 70 years, since 1954. 

Here are some examples of what we've been up to 


lately. 


Social & Community Engagement 


Building community is one of THD’s most 
important goals. Toward that goal, THD’s social cal- 
endar is busy, including: 

+ Every Third (Thirsty) Thursday of the month, 
we gather for fun and friendship at Savoy Tivoli, 
celebrating everything (but nothing in particular), 
enjoying each other's company, and discovering 
new best friends we didn’t even know we had. 

+ Every First Friday of the month, we meet at Caffe 
Trieste, first for conversation and fun and then to 
wander together the streets of North Beach, sam- 


[have been enjoying 

countless passages in Peter 
Dwares informative, funny, 

_ page turner “Be the 

| Architect of Your Own Life’. 


“Aphilosophy for people 
who want to excel in 

| business or just live better. 

| “Filled with wisdom 


| and fun.” 


“Be the Architect of Your 
Own Life is one of the best 
| self help books I've read.” 


| “Peter Dwares is a 
Renaissance Man of the first 

order. Successful real estate 
developer, author, Founder 

| of Pathways for Kids, 
especially interested in 

_ international issues, 

| thoughtful, engaged.” 


HELLO AGAIN! 


pling the many amusements of First Fridays. 

+ In June, THD organized, and more than 20 
THDers staffed, a hugely successful booth at the 
North Beach Festival. This keeps alive a long tra- 
dition dating back to the origins of THD and the 
North Beach Business Association in 1954 and 
THD’s role helping secure City approval for the 
first festival (a “fair” then). Much to our delight, 
this year we recruited nearly 40 new THD mem- 
bers and sold more than four times the THD 
swag as in previous years (e.g., t-shirts, hoodies, 
hats, berets, books, parrot-phernalia). 

+ This summer, in a new and exciting innovation, 
THD is sponsoring Films With Friends. This 
free neighborhood-wide celebration of cinema, 
introduced in conjunction with the film collective 
ThoseGuys, takes place the third Wednesday of the 
month at a variety of local venues in North Beach. 
Chair of THD’s Arts and Culture Committee, 
Nanci Gaglio is also a co-founder of the collective, 
along with Rob Schmitt. The inaugural event of 
this series was a memorable and exciting happen- 
ing! Eight different film venues, eight different sets 
of films, spread across the evening, highlighted by 
a film at Savoy Tivoli documenting the saga of 
a Doggie Diner Dog Head's trip across the U.S. 
Nearly 200 people were there, plus a genuine-ar- 
ticle Dog Head outside on a flat-bed truck. You 
can read more about it at www.sfgate.com/local/ 
article/head-trip-savoy-tivoli-north-beach-doggie-din- 
er-18165868.php. 


Planning & Zoning 


Engaging in City affairs is another important THD 
goal. THD regularly interacts with the City on a variety 
of planning and zoning issues, offering written com- 
ments and testifying before such bodies as the Board 
of Supervisors, the Planning Commission, the Historic 
Preservation Commission, and the Board of Appeals. 

For example, THD has urged that the fire-dam- 
aged Verdi Building at 659 Union Street be further 
secured to ensure its safety, and we have offered con- 
ditional support for the proposed, much-redesigned 
reconstruction project. THD has also expressed its 


A FUN, SIMPLE BUNCH OF VERY INTERESTING THOUGHTS 


AND CONCLUSIONS THAT ARE GUARANTEED TO BE OF USE 


Available at 

| pldwares@aol.com 
or call 415.986.5885 
$15 per book 

All profits go to 
‘Pathways For Kids 
501 (c) (3) 


. 


TO YOU. READ AND DIGEST ONE OR TWO A DAY. 


PETER L. DWARES 


opposition to a proposed 10-story, 57-unit condo- 
minium building at 955 Sansome Street (currently a 
three-story garage). While currently paused (in part 
because of THD and neighborhood opposition), the 
project would be significantly taller than any other 
building in the historic district in which it is located 
and nearly three times the height limit of the adjacent 
historic neighborhood. 

Among a number of other projects, THD has 
opposed a seven-story, 34-unit condominium building 
proposed at 535 Green Street (currently a parking lot). 
The project would rise nearly twice the 40-foot height 
limit prevailing throughout North Beach and would 
effectively engulf the historic Buon Gusto Building, 
listed on the U.S. National Register of Historic Places 
(thanks to THD and SF Heritage). THD has also 
opposed a proposed six-story, 20-unit condominium 
building at 1526 Powell Street that would also extend 
well above the 40-foot height limit and nearly twice 
the height of the existing Delucchi Sheet Metal Works 
building. 


Parks & Trees 
As part of its mission, THD seeks to beautify and 


improve our community, Building on its success before 
the Board of Appeals earlier this year that saved street 
trees at 69 Green, THD members are working hard to 
restore and grow our urban tree canopy. For example, 
THD is joining with others in a project to fill empty 
tree basins in North Beach near Washington Square 
Park, offering to provide significant funding to support 
the planting and maintenance of more than 20 new 
street trees. 


Waterfront 


THD is playing an active role in a series of import- 
ant projects affecting the Northeast Waterfront. For 
example, we have engaged with SF Port staff and others 
to offer comments on the Port’s Waterfront Resilience 
Program and Draft Waterfront Adaptation Strategies, 
which are being developed by the Port to address future 
sea level rise, more extreme storms, and earthquake 
risk. In addition, THD has been in contact with Port 
staff and others regarding the renovation of the Ferry 
Building, offering comments and testimony regarding 
proposed plans. THD has been following a proposal 
regarding new development at Piers 30-32 and Seawall 
Lot 330, along the Embarcadero just south of the Bay 
Bridge. In an effort to ensure that THD’s voice is heard 
on these and other waterfront matters, we are repre- 
sented on the Port’s Northern Advisory Committee, 
which addresses Port developments throughout the 
Northern Waterfront, 

THD is your organization, working for you. 
Please let me know at President@THD.org how you 
think we're doing, What we're doing well, what we 
need to do better, or what you wish we were doing. 


” 


| DENNIS HEARNE 
photographer 


tel 415 989 5152 


email dennishearne@mac.com 
www.dennishearne.com 

480 Francisco Street 

San Francisco, Ca 94133 


www.sottomaresf.com | 
sotto.mare@outlook.com 


MARE 


SEAFOOD 


‘Phone: 415-398-3181 


SOTTO 


OYSTERIA & 


“The Best Damn Cioppino!” 
Seafood - Pasta + Fish Market - Banquet Room for up to 30 Guests 


In San Francisco’s “Little Italy” 
| 552 Green Street (between Columbus & Grant) 
| North Beach, San Francisco, CA 94133 
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| CULTURE 
Fi REPORT 


by Nanci Gaglio, Committee Chair 
nanci.gaglio@thd.org 


b The iconic 10-foot-tall Doggie Diner Head 

drew nearly 200 people into Savoy Tivoli for 

Head Trip, the documentary by filmmakers 
John Law and Flecher Fleurdujon, on the first Films 
With Friends, Wednesday, June 21st. Other film ven- 
ues, Pellegrini on Columbus Avenue, FallOutSF on 
Bannam Place, KFOG and Church Key, both on 
Grant Avenue, Vesuvius Alley, and Le Petite Paris75 
on Broadway screened shorts, a documentary, 16mm 


films, cartoons, and films by George Melies. 

Night of The Living Dead creeped out everyone at 
Hawaii West across from the police station on Vallejo 
Street. But the loudest bark came from Savoy Tivoli, 
where the 20-year-old documentary about the Dog 
Head's trip across the country at the start of the Iraq 
War in 2002 screened. 


What is Films With Friends? 
Every Third Wednesday in North Beach, differ- 


ent films will screen in different venues around the 
neighborhood. They're films you wouldn't normally see 
in theaters, on Netflix, or on cable. With Films With 
Friends, you can expect everything from found footage, 
home movies, feature films, cult films, shorts, rare car- 
toons, and silent films from the 1900s. And we'll watch 
them together the way films were meant to be seen—in 
community. What better place than North Beach? 

As of this writing, we have secured all of July 19th 
movies, including Live Nude Girls Unite! by Julia Query 
and Vicky Funari, Night of the Living Dead directed by 
George Romero, and 1920s-1950s North Beach foot- 
age from UCSC professor and archivist Rick Prelinger. 
By the time you get this issue, the July 19th event will 
have taken place. We hope you were there. 


The upcoming FRIENDS WITH FILMS dates 


are as follows: 


August 16 


September 20 
October 18 


November 15 


Who are we—ThoseGuys? 


Until I met Rob Schmitt, no one else shared and 
helped act on my vision of showing films around 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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FILMS WITH FRIENDS 
LAUNCHES IN NORTH BEACH 


© Nancy GacLio 


“THOSEGUYS are a collective of filmmakers, 


curators, artists, cinephiles, writers, and projection enthu- 


Head Trip showing at Savoy Tivoli. 


North Beach. As for me, I am a filmmaker and an 
events executive at a global agency based in New York, 
siasts who want to celebrate North Beach and 

Telegraph Hill's rich and significant film 


tradition and history. The mission is to 


specializing in the creative and production 


of high-profile and complex B2B events. “? : 2 

Films With Friends seemed like a ss 
perfect way for me to share my love get people off their couches to watch 
and talk about films together in 


. ” 
the community. 


of film in community and use my 
development skills to make an 
exciting event happen. 

Rob is an expert projec- 
tionist and all-around “rigger” 
of sorts. By day, he works 
at The Moscone Center or 


Put another way, we're a 
few NoBees who love cinema. 
Beside Rob and me, creat- 
ing Films With Friends are 

Alexander and Cat who 
any other large venue where design posters for outreach 
big productions come and and contribute to our new 
go. He's also the guy who 
started SantaCon and had a 
role in the origins of Burning 
Man Elaborate. 

Once we had our first 
meeting at Cafe Trieste last 
December, we knew we were on to 


something, so we began chatting up 


social media channels, such 
as Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram. Simone is an 
expert on the tech side of con- 
tent and the machines that run 
them, hence, making sure sight 
and sound are up to par. 

Watch for posters and postcards 
with each month's film lineup. Check 
the website: www.ThoseguysSE.com_to find 


bar and restaurant owners, retail mer- 
chants, and filmmakers—and the whole 
concept took off. out what's playing and where. 
As for ThoseGuys, the web- 


site says it best. 


Bishop Joey welcomes the film audience. 


© Nancy GacLio We'll see you at the movies! 


Nanci oe 


© Nancy GacLio 


Anthony Buchanan with 16mm projector. 
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DISTRICT 3 
SUPERVISOR’S 
REPORT 


by Supervisor Aaron Peskin 
aaron.peskin@sfgov.org 

t's been along Spring, but the Board of Supervisors 
|: headed into the Summer legislative recess, hav- 

ing adopted a hard-fought and balanced budget 
that restored critical funding to food security and life 
safety programs, particularly in Chinatown and North 
Beach. Major kudos to my former legislative staffer 
and now colleague Supervisor Connie Chan, who led 
this year’s especially difficult budget negotiations with 
a relentless attention to detail and an eye toward equi- 
table investments in our most vulnerable communities, 
including more accountable public safety. 

Through Supervisor Chan's leadership, the Board 
of Supervisors was able to right-size the Mayor's pro- 
posed spending plan and approve a budget that invests 
in a strategic revitalization of our Downtown core— 
but not at the expense of successful programs for the 
elderly, children, and working families. 


Public Safety Updates 


Since the Mayor agreed to stand up an emergen- 
cy Command Center on Market Street in response 
to my calls for action, I've been regularly meeting 
with the Department of Emergency Management, San 
Francisco Police Department, and the Department of 
Public Health, which are continuing to map out a plan 
to address the situation in Mid-Market. We still have a 
long way to go, and I continue to be concerned that the 
Mayor's focus has been on drug users versus drug deal- 
ers, especially given the lack of residential or long-term 
treatment programs that are eligible for public funding 
or Medi-Cal coverage. It has been widely reported in 
the press that those arrested for using opioids are mere- 
ly released back to the streets to their dealers hours 
later without any plan for wrap-around services, case 


FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK: 
SUMMER IN THE CITY 


management, or treatment. 

When low-income residents suffering from deeply 
ingrained addictions are not being offered adequate 
medical treatment or a long-term sustained plan for 
rehabilitation, they will just end up more deeply mired 
in the cycle of addiction and harm. In the meantime, 
drug dealers continue to sell in the open, and perma- 
nent supportive housing overseen by the Department 
of Homelessness and Supportive Housing sits empty 
and vacant. We can and must do better, The Mayor's 
willingness to stand up a Command Center over her 
initial refusal is a step in the right direction—but we 
have a long way to go. 

Finally, we bid a sad farewell to our incredible 
Central Station Captain, Doug Farmer, at the end of 
June. Neighborhood leaders from Telegraph Hill, North 
Beach, Chinatown, and Nob Hill all came out to wish 
our Captain the best in his retirement. (My Chief of 
Staff was especially sad to see him go.) I can say without 


a doubt that I've always enjoyed the privilege of having 
Central Station captains who ranged from excellent to 
extraordinary—and Doug was certainly no exception. 

In this budget, we were able to redistribute some 
Police Ambassador resources to Jackson Square and 
Barbary Coast, and I’ve joked with Doug that he's 
welcome back anytime as a retired “960” Ambassador, 
although I’m sure the neighborhoods would fight over 
where he got deployed. 


Legislative Updates 


This last legislative session was a big one. In addi- 
tion to neighborhood planning changes for our Polk 
Street community and free awning legalization for our 
small businesses, I authored several big pieces of legis- 
lation intended to incentivize downtown revitalization, 
unstick delayed development projects in our housing 


pipeline, and spur new housing development through 
fee reductions. 

Our Downtown Adaptive Reuse Legislation was 
unanimously adopted by the Board of Supervisors. 
It creates an incentive program for smaller historic 
office buildings throughout Union Square and the 
Downtown to convert floors to residential housing and 
artist rentals, as well as to other creative light industrial 
uses. The goal is to create a mixed-use neighborhood 
that organically attracts a new community of creative 
workers, students, and residents. 

I am proud to be one of the original champions 
of San Franciscos Inclusionary Housing Ordinance, 
which requires that private developers contribute the 
maximum financially feasible number of affordable 
units in their market-rate projects—or pay affordable 
housing fees in lieu of developing the units. Those 
monies go into the City’s Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund to support other projects. The Ordinance has 
been remarkably successful in securing units for low, 
middle-income, and upper-middle income residents. 
But in this economic downturn with private develop- 
ments stalled, we are faced with the hard reality that 
x% of 0 projects is...0, In an effort to spur new devel- 
opment, I’ve introduced a Temporary Inclusionary 
Reduction Program that creates time-limited reduc- 
tions in affordability requirements and impact fees. 


Neighborhood Updates 


We're also happy to announce that we've been 
able to secure new homes for beloved small businesses, 
Don Ramon’s and Sai’s Vietnamese Restaurant. And 
we welcomed the Wild Parrots as San Francisco’s new 
official animal! The Ordinance took effect August 5th. 

See you in the neighborhood, 

Aaron nd 


Advertise in The Semaphore. 


See page 15. 


1300 Grant Avenue 


415-693-9900 
handmade@alsattire.com 


Compassion. 
Generosity. 


northbeachcitizens.org 
1034 Kearny Street 


San Francisco, CA 94133 
415-772-0918 


627 Vallejo Street 
@ Columbus Ave 
A(5-2OO-2215 


COLEHARDWARE.COM 


LIVE WORMS GALLERY 


a space for the appreciation of creative pursuits 


° 
livewormsongrant.com vee 
Vellajo 
eastudio@comcast.com Co Pe 
Broadway \ 


1345 Grant Avenue SF 
Elizabeth Ashcroft, Proprietor r\ 


CITY LIGHTS Y 
BOOKSELLERS ities 
& PUBLISHER 


OPEN Mon-Thurs 11-8pm 
Fri-Sun 11-9pm 
261 COLUMBUS AVE SAN FRANCISCO CA 94133 | 415 362 8193 


www.citylights.com 


RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


659 Columbus Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
Tel: 1 415.397.7355 
Fax:1 415.397.7357 


www.piazzapellegrini.com 


ESPRESSO 


EG 
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CAPPUCCINO VINO PANINI 


423 Columbus Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
415-397-6261 
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RESTAURANT NEWS 


iven the importance of restaurants and cafes to North Beach and Telegraph Hill neighborhoods (and our 
own dining pleasures), we thought we would occasionally provide news and updates about them. 


This time we are providing an update about our beloved Cassava sent by co-owner Yuka Ioroi, as well 
as an introduction to a new restaurant, Georgian Cheese Boat, reviewed by Mary Noel Pepys. 
Is there a restaurant or place that deserves a shoutout? An announcement? A review? 


CASSAVA 
UPDATE 


Yuka loroi explains Cassava’s mission 
and menu news: 


e are passionate about creating an equita- 

ble restaurant working environment. All 

our staff are paid exactly the same, and 
there's no division between front of the house and back 
of the house. 

We have a zero-tolerance policy for toxic mascu- 
linity, racism, misogyny, homophobia, and transphobia 
at our workplace as well as for exploitation in our 
supply chain. 

Let me share new information about Cassava, at 
401 Columbus Avenue at Vallejo Street. 

We started out with a set menu to get used to 
the space, but now that we're more comfortable and 
confident working there and to celebrate the arrival of 
summer, we've introduced an a la carte menu providing 
more dining choices, such as pork chops, burgers, and 


roasted chicken. There are also additions to our dining 


Email semaphore@thd.com. 
Thanks. 
Cap Caplan, Editor 


style, including Happy 
Hour and appetizers at 
the bar. 

Happy Hour runs 
4:30 to 6 p.m. daily. 
Special items include the 
“Big Pour,’ an eight-ounce 
pour of our house wine and 
Rino Spritz, a specialty cocktail 
from the Torino, Italy area. 

We want our restaurant to be 
truly for the neighborhood, like NOPA and 
Zuni for North Beach per se. That's why we thought it 
important to have an Italian cocktail. 

Along with cocktails, Cassava customers especially 
like the popcorn chicken appetizer. 

Among its offerings, Cassava is well known for its 


Strawberry rhubarb shortcake with 
tarragon-condensed milk. 


© Cassava 


Japanese breakfast, served 
Wednesday through 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 2 
p-m., and the burgers have 
proven a big hit. We make 
our own buns 
and grind the beef as well. 


Burgers are served with truffle 


in-house 


fries, another popular item. We 

continue to have a three-course prix 
fixe menu for $52. 

Cassava now offers catering and lunch 


parties. 


Please find our full menu and more information 
on our updated website: www.cassavasf.com/reservation. 


We can be reached directly at 415.640.8990, x 


House made rigatoni Provencal. © Cassava 


Rancho Llano Seco pork chop with nectarine salsa. 
© Cassava 


GEORGIAN CHEESE BOAT 


Now, Mary Noel Pepys reviews an 
unusual new restaurant: 


miracle occurred in San Francisco. The first 
Georgian restaurant (the Republic of Georgia), 
Georgian Cheese Boat, recently opened in 

North Beach at 1224 Grant Avenue. 
Working internationally for the past 30 years, I 
have spent months in Georgia and, like so many other 


Phkali Spinach. 


Courtesy OF GEORGIAN CHEESE BOAT 
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tourists there, absolutely love the food. 

Shalva Dzotsernidze, the owner of Georgian 
Cheese Boat, chose North Beach due to “its dynamic 
and vibrant culture and diversity.’ He specifically chose 
the Grant Avenue location since it's “between two great 
other cuisines: Chinese and Italian.” 

Georgia's national dish, Achanuli Khachapuri, a 
cheese-filled bread shaped like a boat, filled with herbs 
and topped with an egg is on the menu. So is the popu- 
lar, and one of my favorite dishes, Khinkali, a dumpling 
filled with beef, lamb, cheese, and potatoes or mush- 
rooms, There are numerous meat dishes and several 
options for vegetarians, such as Lobio, a pinto bean 
dish that I ate often throughout Georgia and another 
favorite of mine, Phkali, a puree made with walnuts, 
spices, and spinach or beets. 

Please don't leave the Georgian Cheese Boat with- 
out tasting Khachapuri, Khinkali, and Phkali. 

And don't go on the scale when you return home. 

Georgia is the oldest wine producing region in the 
world, Luckily for me, I’ve tasted many of Georgia's 
great wines in its capital, Tbilisi. And luckily for you, 
many of these wines are served at the Georgian Cheese 
Boat. 


Cassava cheeseburger with truffle cheese fries. © Cassava 
Georgian Cheese Boat is open daily. 
Telephone: 415.757.0562 ond 


Mise cate eS 
A welcome new addition to Grant Avenue. 
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A NEW HOME FOR OLD GHOSTS 


THE DEATH OF THE SAN FRANCISCO ART INSTITUTE AND THE LEGACY 


FOUNDATION + ARCHIVE THAT ARE WORKING TO KEEP THE HISTORY ALIVE 


CATIFORNIA:SCHOOL 
— OF TINE-ARTS = 


ATTILIATID —WITH—THE 
UNIVERSITY OF- CALIFORNIA 


CHESTNUT—AND—JONES — STREETS 
SAN FRANCISCO 


1927 flier showing the location of the California School of Fine Arts (then affiliated with the University of California). 


by Becky Alexander 


hen the San Francisco Art Institute 
(SFAI) closed for good last summer, it 
was somehow hard to believe, after all 


the ups and downs the school had weathered over 
the course of its long history, that this was really the 
end, SFAI had been part of the City in one form or 
another since 1871. It was the oldest art school west 
of the Mississippi, with faculty who had included 
luminaries like Mark Rothko, Dorothea Lange, and 
Angela Davis. Photographer Annie Leibovitz, Obama 


Punk Wedding, 1970s, SFAI Courtyard. 


Courtesy SFAI Legacy FOUNDATION + ARCHIVE 


Archivists Jeff Gunderson and Becky Alexander at the 
archives in the basement of 20 Hawthorne Street, home to 


Crown Point Press. © Becky ALEXANDER 
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Courtesy SFAI Lecacy FOUNDATION + ARCHIVE 


portraitist Kehide Wiley, and even the Grateful Dead's 
Jerry Garcia were part of a long list of celebrated alum- 
ni. The school was, and still is, deeply woven into the 
fabric of the City’s artistic life. Pick any arts nonprofit 
in San Francisco, and you'll find SFAI alumni exhibit- 
ing, curating, taking tickets, projecting films, teaching 
classes, and painting murals with kids on the city’s 
streets. SFAI helped create and sustain San Franciscos 
creative community, and its loss will ripple out into that 
community in uncountable ways. 

What happens to the accumulated history of a sto- 
ried institution after that institution dies? SFAI’s history 
really is an amazing one, full of groundbreaking art and 
fascinating people. The school was at the forefront of a 
whole host of art movements over the years, from New 


Deal-era Muralism inspired by Mexican muralists like 
Diego Rivera, who painted a large fresco at the school in 
1931; to the growth of fine art photography in the 1940s 
with a groundbreaking photography department found- 
ed by Ansel Adams; to post-war Abstract Expressionism 
and the Bay Area Figurative Movement with a painting 
department that featured faculty members like Clyfford 
Still, Mark Rothko, Claire Falkenstein, and Richard 
Diebenkorn; to the school’s pioneering Performance/ 
Video department that brought conceptual art into the 
mix in the 1970s and featured a curriculum that pushed 
the limits of what art could be, e.g., a Bruce Conner class 
called “Wasted Time: unproductive activity of no practi- 
cal application.’ 

The SFAI archives, the accumulated documen- 
tation of all of that history, had always lived in the 
school’s library, tucked away in storage. And when that 
got full, the overflow found its way upstairs and into 
the building's tall, central tower with its tiny windows 
looking out over Alcatraz and the bay. The school’s 
librarians (of which I was one) looked after the archival 
collections as time allowed in a busy academic library 
where the needs of students and faculty always came 
first. But after one last class graduated in July 2022, 
there were no students for whom to check out books. 
The building went quiet. The studios that had always 
felt so alive with artmaking fell dormant, leaving an 
expectant quality to the space. What would become of 
it all—the beautiful, funky old building, the kilns, the 
printing presses, the 16mm cameras, the magnificent 
Diego Rivera mural? It’s a question that, as of this writ- 
ing, remains mostly unanswered. 

Earlier that Spring, as bad news about the future 
of the school began to trickle in, the library staff got 
one piece of very good news, receiving word that an 
archives-focused grant application we had submit- 
ted to the National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) had been accepted. The NEH was offering 
SFAI funding for a two-year-long project. It would 
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1940 College Catalog Cover, photograph by 


Ansel Adams, 


be a large-scale endeavor, one that would involve 
organizing the collection as a whole, moving all the 
material into archivally-sound folders and containers, 
making detailed descriptions of their contents, and 
creating online guides that outlined the collections for 
the benefit of potential researchers. Suddenly, as the 
school continued its slide towards non-existence, a new, 


increasingly urgent question emerged: Was it possible 
that the project could still happen even if the school 
closed? Was there a way to hold on to all that history, 
to make it accessible and safeguard its future? 

A number of pieces had to fall into place for the 
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founder of Photography Department, 1945. 


Courtesy SFAI Legacy FOUNDATION + ARCHIVE 


answer to that question to be “yes,’ but thanks to a 
handful of persistent individuals dedicated to the 
cause, it eventually was. The SFAI Legacy Foundation 
+ Archive (SFAI LF+A) formed as an independent 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization with the preservation 
of SFAI’s archival collections—legally transferred from 
the school to the new foundation at the core of its mis- 
sion. With the SFAI LF+A created and the transfer 
complete, there was still the question of relocation. 
The archives had to move off campus, but where could 
they go? The NEH grant would pay for staff time and 
materials costs, but it wouldn't pay the rent. 

It was a problem solved by 
some generous donors and a 
group of amazing SFAI alumni 
who organized a party and art 
auction to celebrate the history 
| of the school and raise money 
to launch the foundation. The 
event could easily have felt like a 
wake for the school, but it didn’t 
at all—the venue, Minnesota 
| Street Project's large atrium, was 
| festive and packed. Alumni from 
years and decades past came 
out, happy to reconnect. Bands 
featuring SFAI alumni played, 
historical photos and archival 
ephemera stretched across one 
long wall, and beloved former 
proprietor Pete Stanwood of the 

SFAI cafe (“Pete's Cafe”) served 
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The Spirit is Alive party and fundraiser thrown by the SFAI alumni association in 2023. 


Diego Rivera, with William Gerstle and Arthur Brown in 


front of his large fresco mural, 1931. 
Courtesy SFAI Lecacy FOUNDATION + ARCHIVE 


food. Toasts were raised to some of the oldest alumni 
in attendance, photographers Charles Wong and David 
Johnson, both of whom were students of Ansel Adams 
in the 1940s. The money raised by the event helped 
secure a new location for the archives in the basement 
of 20 Hawthorne Street, home to Crown Point Press, 
the fine arts press of Kathan Brown, herself on the 
school’s printmaking faculty in years past. 

As of this writing, a lot remains unknown. SFAI is 
officially in bankruptcy. For everyone who cared about 
the school and suffered through its demise, the wounds 
are still fresh. But in the basement of Crown Point Press, 
surrounded by document boxes, it feels good to be able 
to work on the archives with my co-conspirator, Jeff 
Gunderson, the long-time SFAI librarian and archivist 
who has helped to look after the school’s history for the 
past four decades, We have a chance to carry some of 
that accumulated knowledge along into the future. 

One of my favorite posters in our archives is 
SFAI student-at-the-time Sveta Gayshan’s design for 
a printmaking department event. It’s an image of the 
school’s purportedly haunted central tower, from which 
emerges not just one ghost but a whole exodus of them, 
heading out from their familiar Russian Hill home 
to who-knows-where. It is my hope that at this very 
moment some of those ghosts are on their way down- 
town to make themselves at home in the basement of 
20 Hawthorne Street. We welcome them, and you, to 
the archives. 

To get in touch, lend support, ask a research ques- 
tion, or just say “hi,” you can find the SFAI LF+A here: 
https://www.sfailegacyarchive.org/ 


k 
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ORAL HISTORY PROJECT MOVING FORWARD 


by John Doxey 


n acclaimed photographer. The owner of two 
Ae local bars. An expert jeweler and 

watchmaker. The owner of an Italian book- 
store and print shop. A survivor of the 1906 earth- 
quake and fire. 

These are some of the North Beach personalities 
whose stories have recently been published by the 
Telegraph Hill Dwellers’ Oral History Project. 

The Oral History Project, now headed by THD 
member John Doxey, records the experiences and 
voices of people whove helped make North Beach and 
Telegraph Hill such a vibrant, compelling place. The 
project was launched in 1998 by THD members Gerry 
Crowley, Rhoda Robinson, and Audrey Tomaselli. 

The project's story collections can be found on the 
THD website at https://www.thd.org/oral-history. 

One story collection focuses on men and women 
who helped shape North Beach as the center of Italian 
culture and tradition in San Francisco. Recorded in the 
1990s by author, historian, and long-time THD mem- 
ber Judith Robinson, this series features interviews 
with Italian-Americans who lived or worked in or near 
North Beach for much of their lives. Recent additions 
to this collection include: 

Cora Luchetti—Born in San Francisco in 1900 
to parents who emigrated from Tuscany, Cora grew 
up in the Western Addition, where her father ran a 
fruit store. During the 1906 earthquake, he was killed 
by falling masonry in the old produce market near the 
Embarcadero, a tragedy Cora recalled vividly for the 
rest of her life. One of Coras brothers, Babe Pinelli, 
became a well-known Major League Baseball player 
and umpire. Cora worked as a bookkeeper at vari- 
ous Financial District firms before marrying Arthur 
Luchetti, a fellow San Franciscan who owned a grocery 
store on Arguello Boulevard. In her younger years, 
Cora came to North Beach frequently to visit family 
members and meet friends for dinner and dancing at 
Fior d'Italia. She was active in many civic and religious 
organizations and enjoyed the annual gathering of 
1906 earthquake survivors at Lotta’s Fountain. 

Lillian Baldassari—Born in 1916 in Galveston, 
Texas, to parents who emigrated from Tuscany, Lillian 
drove out to San Francisco in 1934 with Caesar 


Baldassari, the man who would become her husband. 
Lillian was just 18 and hadnt completed high school, 
but she fell in love with San Francisco and decided to 
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North Beach painter Ed Handelman. 


The famous 25-foot-tall clock that stood for decades 
outside the Matteucci Jewelers store at 450 Columbus 
Avenue. 


Courtesy OF Save AMERICA’S CLOCKS 
stay. Caesar worked as a busboy at Bimbos 365 Club 
and as a baseball umpire before embarking on a career 
as a railroad parts salesman. Caesar and Lillian raised 
two children in the Richmond District before moving 
to Edith Street in North Beach in 1964. Lillian was 
proud of her Italian heritage, and she was active with the 
San Francisco Italian Athletic Club and Telegraph Hill 
Dwellers. 

Matteo Ciuffreda—Born in Italy's Apulia region 
in 1917, Matteo started learning how to repair watch- 
es and clocks as an apprentice to his father, a 
master jeweler and watchmaker. Matteo’ 
wife, Inez, was born and raised in San 
Francisco, and the couple met and 
married in Italy. In 1947, Matteo 
and Inez moved to San Francisco. 
Matteo spoke no English when 
he arrived, and he took a job at 
the Matteucci Jewelers store 
at 450 Columbus Avenue 
where the owner spoke 
Italian. Matteo worked as 
a watchmaker and jeweler 
at the Matteucci store for 
the rest of his life, eventually 
purchasing the business in 
1959. Matteucci Jewelers was 
famous for the 25-foot-high, 
four-dial clock that for decades 
stood outside the store. 

Peter San Filippo—Born in 
North Beach in 1931, Peter was a 
well-known neighborhood personality 
throughout his life. His parents emigrated 
to San Francisco from a small town 
in Sicily, and his father worked as a 
fisherman at Fisherman’s Wharf. As 
a boy, Peter gained local celebrity 
status for his musical talents, playing the clappers on 
local radio shows, and he was a well-regarded baseball 
player and boxer as a young man. Peter dropped out of 
Galileo High School to join his father’s fishing business 
and later worked for 28 years at a Best Foods plant 
on Potrero Hill. Peter married another North Beach 
native, Antoinette, and raised three children. 

John Valentini—John was born on Russian Hill 
in 1940. In his youth, he was active with the Salesian 
Boys’ Club, and he was a longtime member of the San 
Francisco Italian Athletic Club. John began working 
full time at the famous A. Cavalli & Co. bookstore at 
1441 Stockton Street in 1959. Founded in 1880, A. 
Cavalli & Co. specialized in Italian-language books and 
news publications. John eventually purchased the busi- 
ness from his father in 1978, The former bookstore 
location is now a cafe. 

The Oral History Project has recently added a col- 
lection featuring video interviews with current North 
Beach personalities. The first two stories in this series, 
now available on the THD website, include: 


Cora Luchetti holding her twin daugh- 
ters, Beverly and Barbara, 1933. 


Courtesy OF BeverLy DESMOND 


Dennis Hearne—Dennis is an acclaimed photog- 
rapher whose work is represented in many museum 
collections. He was raised in New Hampshire and 
moved to San Francisco in 1965 to study painting at 
the San Francisco Art Institute but soon found him- 
self drawn to photography. Dennis continues to spend 
much of his time in North Beach—usually with a 
camera at the ready—and often shoots at night around 
North Beach and Chinatown and at music venues. 
He is also well-known for campaign images he's taken 
of Kamala Harris, Dianne Feinstein, Nancy Pelosi, 
and other politicians. Dennis shares a studio at 480 
Francisco Street with his wife, artist Magué Calanche. 

Flicka McGurrin—Born and raised in San 
Francisco, Flicka owns Pier 23, an iconic waterfront cafe 
and music venue on the Embarcadero, and Sweetie's 
Art Bar at 475 Francisco Street, a neighborhood 
favorite. She is an accomplished painter who studied 
at the San Francisco Art Institute and enjoys open 
water swimming, singing, and playing conga drums. 
Her three adult children, Meighan Leibert, McGurrin 
Leibert, and Lelogoa Levi, manage Pier 23 these days, 
while Flicka spends much of her time at Sweetie's and 
in her painting studio. Flicka maintains an adventurous 
spirit and a firm commitment to North Beach. 

Four additional video interviews have been record- 
ed and will soon be available on the THD website, 
including: 

Ed Handelman—Ed grew up in Nebraska and 
served in the Korean War before moving to San 
Francisco in 1956 to study painting at the Art Institute. 
He has lived and painted in North Beach for decades 
and worked at the Old Spaghetti Factory in the ‘60s. 
His daughter, Ana, works at Sodini’s Trattoria, and Ed 
lives with his wife Peggy Huff, also a painter, on 
; upper Grant Avenue. 

. Peggy Huff—Originally from 
Florida, Peggy moved to the Bay 


rea in the late 1950s. She attend- 
ed San Jose State University, then 
started working with an interior 


design firm. After concluding 
: that painting is her true call- 
ing, Peggy studied at the San 

Francisco Art Institute in the 

late 1960s, while living on 

Napier Lane. She taught art 

at the non-profit Creative 

Growth Art Center for 20 

years and painted for many 
years at the Hunters Point 
Shipyard studios. She met and 

married artist Ed Handelman 
in the mid-’70s, and she and Ed 
now have adjoining studios in their 
Grant Avenue home. 

Rita Pisciotta—Rita lives in the 
same Stockton Street house where she 
grew up, the daughter of Italians 
who emigrated to North Beach in 
1933, Rita worked for 50 years as 
an intensive care unit nurse at San 
Francisco hospitals, and she is now enjoying retirement 
with her husband, Blaine Ellis. In this oral history, Rita 
shares memories of her childhood in North Beach, 
including her father’s winemaking and the large organic 
garden next to her house where the family raised rab- 
bits, chickens, ducks, and vegetables. 

William Stout—Bill grew up in South Dakota 
and Idaho and began his architectural career on the 
East Coast before moving to the Bay Area in 1967, 
where he was employed by several local firms. While 
working as an architect in San Francisco in the mid- 
70s, Bill started a side business selling art and archi- 
tecture books from his home on Telegraph Hill. As this 
business grew, he opened William Stout Architectural 
Books at Osgood Place on Jackson Square. The book- 
store moved to its current location at 804 Montgomery 
Street in 1984, where it remains a beacon for people 
interested in architecture and design. Bill sold the 
bookstore to a new owner in late 2022 and lives on 
Telegraph Hill with his wife, architect Paulett Taggart. 

The Oral History Project owes huge gratitude to Al 
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Fontes, a current THD board member and the organi- 
zations immediate past president, who has volunteered 
many hours of his time to developing the project's web 
pages and posting stories. Without Al's technical help 
and proficiency, the Oral History Project website might 
have remained concept rather than reality. 

If you, dear reader, would like to recommend a 
North Beach/Telegraph Hill resident you think would 
be a compelling subject for an oral history interview, 
please contact John Doxey at oral.history@thd.org. If 
you would like to join the THD Oral History Project 
team, please contact John. We're always looking for 
volunteers to help move this project forward. 

As mentioned above, the project's story collections 
can be found on the THD website at https://www. 
thd.org/oral-history. Printed transcripts of the First 
Collection interviews are available at the San Francisco 
History Center on the sixth floor of the Main Library 
at 100 Larkin Street, and the project hopes to have 
printed transcripts of the Second Collection histories 
available soon at the San Francisco History Center. 


pad 


Photographer Dennis Hearne. © Paut Acus MAEDje 


New Act Show 


WI live Jax 


Vive lale 


mo 


Flicka McGurrin singing outside Sweetie’s Art Bar, keeping the music alive during the COVID pandemic. 


METALWORKS GALLERY 
1544 Grant Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
Since 1948 
Celebrating our 75 years as a SF Legacy Business 


in North Beach! 


MetalworksSF/Macchiarini Creative Design School 
of Handcrafted Jewelry and Metal art 
Now enrolling for Fall 2023 session at 


www. Metalworkssf.com 


- “HIGHEST RATING! A VALENTINE TO THE CITY.” 
SFUGAZI 


x Finger. 


Shows Weds-Suns | Drinks & Small Bites Available 
Inthe heart of North Beach, an historic jewel boxtheatre hosts high-flying acrobats 
creating a thrilling and moving love letter to the City by the Bay. Don’t miss it! 


ClubFugazisF.com | 415-273-0600 


CLUB FUGAZI | 678 Green Street | San Francisco 
Rated DFFVL Recommended for dates, families, friends, visitors, locals - and you! 


WE CAN T WAIT TO MEET YOU! 
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THD SHINES 
AT NORTH 
BEACH 
FESTIVAL! 


by Greg Giachino 


espite all the doom loop hysteria our local and 
LD national media have been spreading, we have 
thriving neighborhoods. 

The annual North Beach Festival the weekend of 
June 17th and 18th was a bright spot in what seems 
an endless bludgeoning of our city, where we're being 
told that San Francisco has fallen prey to liberalism or 
progressivism, causing its collapse. We know this isn't 
reality, and something like the Festival crosses the “T's 
and dots the'l’s on our counterargument. 

Telegraph Hill Dwellers had a booth/table on 
Grant Avenue. The location, between Green and 
Union Streets, provided a perfect place to talk to our 
neighbors and represent our organization in the best 
possible manner. 

I spent most of the two-day event at the table and 
came away with the following news and observations. 

We have an exceptionally vibrant community in 
North Beach and Telegraph Hill. North Beach is 
essential as a cultural and social mecca, with genera- 
tions of families celebrating our neighborhood at the 
Festival. The kaleidoscope of people in our community 
is amazing, as is the variety of dog breeds. 

Only some Festival goers knew what THD was and 
what it does. It was great to interact with people to let 
them know about our various missions, enabling us to 
sign up almost 40 new members. The takeaway here is 
that we really need to spend more time out in the com- 
munity spreading the good news about North Beach and 
Telegraph Hill and the opportunities to serve them. The 
will is there; we need only supply the way. 

People like sweatshirts. We had a banner Festival 
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FORTUNA 2.0 


by George Schumm 


or those who might have caught my little piece in 
f the last issue relating the story of Phil Williams’ 
weathervane and its ill-fated debut, great news! 
Fortuna is now repaired, “upgraded” to withstand 
winds of 70 m.p.h., and reinstalled. The lighting also 
has been improved to show off the face to better effect. 

The storm that took her out was of epic propor- 
tions, appropriate for the downing of a Roman deity. 
In high winds, the Golden Gate Bridge emits a distinc- 
tive humming sound. Shortly before the storm struck, 
the bridge could be heard “singing” all the way up to 
Telegraph Hill, five miles away. 

Phil tells me he can't get over the vane'’s positive 
reception. (When the thing first went up, he hoped 
only not to hear a complaint.) Fortuna’s return to the 
deck was done quietly, without fanfare, as Phil want- 
ed to give her a good test run before advertising her 
renewed presence. Yet, within the first month, emails 
rolled in, some 30 or so, cheering the reinstallation. 
The only grouse has been that the vane is not lit up 
longer at night. 

One can see the luck goddess illuminated between 
9 and 10 p.m. throughout the summer, the restricted 
time—obviously!—out of consideration for the neigh- 
bors. The best viewing is from the southwest quadrant 
of Washington Square Park and between Kramer Place 
and Grant Avenue on Greenwich Street, though word 
has it that a peek can also be had from Vallejo Street at 
the bottom of the Hill, nd 


for selling sweatshirts—they were sold out before 
noon on Saturday—as well as hoodies, tee shirts, and 
a record number of memberships. We more than dou- 
bled my estimated revenue on the event. 

It’s less windy on Grant. Bet you knew that. 

Only some folks know it’s Grant Avenue, not 
Grant Street. We all know that, right? 

Vegan donuts are also amazing. I now sport five 
of them, 

Finally, I want to thank the North Beach Business 
Association for hosting the Festival. 
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The return of the Roman goddess, Fortuna, to Telegraph 
Hill. © Dawid Lipkin 


Most importantly, I must thank everyone who 
volunteered time to work at the event over that week- 
end, A shoutout to all of them: Stan Hayes, Fran 
Schreiberg, Nanci Gaglio, Greta Alexander, Peter 
Stevens, Al Fontes, Kristen Foley, Andy Katz, Katie 
Hopkins, Lance Carnes, Richelle Le Slota, Nancy 
Shanahan, Mary Lipian, Jim Lansing, Cap Caplan, 
Mike Rothmann, Jennifer Privett, and P. Segal. With 
your help, we had such a successful Festival. 

The North Beach Festival was a true hit. I can't 
wait until next year! nd 
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PARKS & TREES 
REPORT 


by Mike Rothmann, Committee Chair 
mike.rothmann@thd.org 


b The last edition of the Parks & Trees Report 
included an explanation of a proposed mora- 
torium on non-essential tree removals, signed 

and supported by THD along with 23 other commu- 

nity groups. The moratorium was written after the 
loss of many healthy trees during last winter's storms. 

It precludes the cutting down and removal of any 

non-hazardous trees. 

On March 23, 2023, the moratorium was pre- 
sented eloquently and passionately to San Francisco's 
Urban Forestry Council by its author, Josh Klipp. The 
Council is generally in favor of the resolution. 
However, Spencer Potter, a representative from 
the Recreation and Parks Department who sits 
on the Council, presented issues that resulted 
in the measure being tabled. Potter cited a lack 
of specificity in the language regarding tree 
removals in parks as opposed to those around 
public streets. For example, an invasive acacia 
sprout found in Golden Gate Park would be 
protected unless specifically exempted from the 
moratorium. The moratorium did not explicit- 
ly distinguish between trees on streets vs. trees 
growing in park settings, It was a minor point 
and could have been amended by a quick vote 
by the Council to clear up the language and 
then pass the resolution, which is legally non- 
binding and largely symbolic. 

Instead, the Council decided to vote on 
the revised resolution at a later meeting. Since 
then, the Urban Forestry Council canceled 


THD CONTINUES THE FIGHT 
TO FILL EMPTY BASINS 


four meetings and met once on June 27th. At that 
meeting, the moratorium was not on the agenda. 

I reached out to Josh Klipp, who voiced frustration 
and disappointment with the lack of movement regard- 
ing the moratorium. He said that he had tried to coor- 
dinate with the Council administrator, offering times 
Klipp was available to discuss suitable changes to the 
language. Unfortunately, there has been no response. 

The June 27th Urban Forestry Council meeting 
included a presentation from CalFire. The representa- 
tive, Tanner Mar, a native San Franciscan, explained that 
CalFire is looking to fund projects in the $30-100k range 
from city-run agencies, non-profits, and community or 
city groups that have creative and innovative ideas and 


Empty basin sites in North Beach overlaid with Cal Fire Funding Zones. 


Courtesy oF GoocLe Maps 


possible solutions for improving forestry within urban 
settings. Projects eligible for funding might include 
innovative watering solutions, undergrounding watering 
systems, development of new tree planting structures, or 
other tree-related, previously unexplored ideas, Grant 
applications require a one- to three-page proposal and 
an attendant proposed budget. 

Interestingly, Friends of the Urban Forest (FUF), a 
non-profit organization largely funded by CalFire and, 
aside from the Department of Public Works (DPW), 
the only organization responsible for planting new 
trees in San Francisco, does not have a representative 
on the Urban Forestry Council and so was not present 
at the meeting, 

THD continues to fight to recoup tree 
losses from our chaotic season of storms and 
prevent further losses not only by supporting 
efforts to stop the removal of our remaining 
trees but also by introducing an ambitious 
plan to plant a new tree in every empty basin 
in North Beach. We have been working with 
both DPW’s Bureau of Urban Forestry and 
FUF to scout and profile potential planting 
sites and our list, which, unfortunately, contin- 
ues to grow, consists of about 50 sites! With 
no budget in the City’s General Fund allocated 
specifically for planting trees, the grants are 
what fund new trees in San Francisco, It is 
essential for FUF and DPW to be proactive 
in securing funding for its programs and for 
projects like this one. 


rad 


FRIENDS OF WASHINGTON SQUARE 


Meet on the 2nd Tuesday every month, with work parties in the Square every quarter. See website for times, dates, locations. 


www.friendsofwashingtonsquare.com 


FAST-TRACKED WATERFRONT 
PROJECTS 


WATERFRONT 
REPORT 


by Greg Chiampou, Committee Chair 
greg.chiampou@thd.org 


Note: To familiarize yourself with terminology, see my 
Waterfront Report, Winter 2023 issue. 


hile the Port's seven alternative 
“Adaptations Strategies” are moving 
toward a final recommendation stage by 


the end of the year, the Port has separately established 


_ = ~ 
Wharf J9, part of the shoreline of the Outer Lagoon area 
of Fisherman’s Wharf. 
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Wharf’s Outer lagaar, facing south. 
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an “Embarcadero Early Projects” initiative which is 
now partly underway. 

The “Embarcadero Early Projects” addresses the 
areas of highest earthquake and sea-level-rise risks 
along the Embarcadero waterfront. They are near-term 
actions, focused on improving life safety and citywide 
disaster response capabilities, and the first step toward 
building long-term, waterfront-wide resilience. 

The Port has identified 23 “Embarcadero Early 
Projects” based on its extensive risk assessment work, 
including the Embarcadero Seawall Multi-Hazard 
Risk Assessment and the joint Disaster Response 
conducted with the 
Emergency Management. (See a complete list of the 
identified projects here: https://sfport.com/files/2022- 
03/Embarcadero%20Early %20Projects%20-%20 
Brochure%20-%20FINAL.pdf.) 

The Port has grouped the 23 projects as follows: 


Exercise Department of 


+ 5 projects for the stretch between Piers 19 and 
41, allowing for multiple sources of funding to 
improve an area with high occupancy and critical 
City and Port infrastructure 

+ 11 projects straight to predesign through 
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Proposition A funding 
+ 7 projects through coordination with Port tenants, 

capital programs, and City agency coordination. 

The Port is recommending the first 16 advance 
soon (using funds from the $487.5 million Proposition 
A General Obligation Bond), with plans to advance the 
remaining “Early Projects” through additional funding 
and partnerships. 

One of the fast-tracked projects is “Wharf J9.’ 
The “J9” area is part of the Wharf’s Outer Lagoon, 
encompassing the seawall and wharf behind Scoma'’s 
on the land side. The area’s timber seawall and wharf 
were recently closed to the public due to deterioration, 
and the Port states erosion of the shoreline is beginning 
to put adjacent buildings and infrastructure at risk, 
including a fireboat manifold for the Emergency Fire 
Water System. The Port states that this area also has 
an elevated risk of liquefaction in the event of an earth- 
quake. Conceptual engineering of this remediation 
project commences in the fourth quarter. 

See more about the “Wharf J9” project here: 

https://sfport.com/files/2023-04/Embarcadero%20 
Early%20Projects_Wharf%20J9_2023Q1_Update.pdf. 
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ALL GOOD CHILDREN GO TO HEAVEN 


by Charles Versaggi 


t the age of seven, I received my First Holy 
Aces from Saints Peter and Paul 

Catholic Church whose twin spires domi- 
nate the landscape of San Franciscos Washington 
Square. After church services that sanctimo- 
nious day, I ran up the stairs of our family's 
Chestnut Street flat a few blocks away 
and proudly proclaimed to my mother, 
“When I grow up, I want to be a 
saint!” But, alas, impure thoughts 
got in the way, and my path to 
salvation and heavenly bliss took a 
major detour. Thank God. 

The year was 1953, a peri- 
od marked by many changes for 
the residents of North Beach, 
the City’s “Little Italy” (Italianita), 
where some 30,000 first- and sec- 
ond-generation paesani identified 
closely with their home province in 
Italy and Sicily where my family was 
from. 

As they did in World War II, parish- 
ioners sent letters to loved ones serving 
in the Korean conflict—“The Forgotten 
War” (still smoldering today), Headlines 
in the San Francisco Chronicle heralded 
“Polio Vaccine Passes Big Test,” while March of Dimes 
volunteers called upon locals to donate 10 cents to 
find a cure for the scourge that at its worst threat- 
ened one—especially children—with a lifetime of 
paralysis. The #15 Powell Street trolley car line and 
the Union Street “E” line were replaced by buses, and 
the Broadway Tunnel had recently opened, linking 
North Beach with Pacific Heights. Making Broadway 
a major east-west corridor, it cut off a big portion of 
North Beach and reinforced the “red line’ Asians from 
Chinatown knew they couldn't cross for fear of harass- 
ment or physical harm. 

The hit song of the day was Patti Page's “How 
Much is That Doggie in The Window?” My favorite 
program to watch on our new Hoffman TV was “The 
Howdy Doody Show!” (“Hey kids! What time is it?”) 


Eventually, television would contribute to the closing 
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Charles Versaggi’s First 


Holy Communion. 
Courtesy OF CHARLES VERSAGGI 
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of the neighborhood's stately Palace Theatre where 
Saturday afternoons I would munch popcorn, on the 
edge of my seat, watching cliffhanger seri- 
als of Zorro, Flash Gordon, and Captain 
Midnight. 

No longer dominated by fish- 
ermen like my maternal grand- 
parents and uncles who 
fished the coastal waters 
off the Golden Gate, the 
neighborhood's _ resi- 
dents 
move from cramped 


continued to 


flats to the roomier 

and greener suburbs 

of Marin and the 

East Bay. Ss. Peter 

& Paul Church, 
once the community 
center for physical and spiritual 
wellbeing, today plays a lesser role 
nurturing local Italian traditions in a 
melting pot of Chinese, Hispanic, and 
other ethnicities. 

Ss. Peter & Paul Church was founded 
in 1884 as the first national Italian parish 
of California. However, the parish wasn't 
embraced by North Beach's Italian com- 
munity until the arrival in 1897 of four 
priests led by Father Raffaele Piperni from the Salesian 
order founded by Father John Bosco of Turin, Italy. 
Serving the spiritual needs of children of the poor and 
laboring classes, the Catholic order chose St. Frances 
de Sales as its patron saint and namesake. Originally 
located at the corner of Filbert and Grant (formerly 
DuPont) Streets, the wooden church was reduced to 
ashes during the 1906 fire and earthquake. After a 
period of financial challenges, compounded by World 
War I, the Spanish flu, and four bomb attempts by 
fanatical anticlerical anarchists, “The Italian Cathedral 
of the West,” now facing Washington Square, was com- 
pleted in 1927. 

I attended Ss. Peter & Paul Elementary School 
(“Salesian School”) adjacent to its namesake church, 
although I didn’t graduate with the class of 1959. (We 
had moved to the City’s Sunnyside district in 1957.) I 
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Father Joseph Costanzo 


blessing wine grapes. 
Courtesy OF ALESSANDRO BACCARI, JR. 


played basketball and shot pool at the Salesian Boys’ 
Club (now the Salesian Boys’ and Girls’ Club), founded 
in 1917 by Father Oreste Trinchieri, the 
City’s original “street priest.’ Affectionately 
™\ knownas“Father Trink,’ he was renowned 
for establishing the first Boy Scout troops 
| in North Beach and for reforming Italian 
# youth gangs into regionally competitive 
@ basketball teams. 

I remember Angelo Fusco, the club's 
original director, a stout Italian who could 
always be seen wearing a fedora over a 
head of thick black hair, sporting a neatly 
trimmed moustache, with a cigar firmly 
implanted on one side of his mouth, One 


always knew he was nearby from the lin- 

gering cigar smoke that followed him. Kids 
would say, “You can't get into Fuscos car 
because Fusco smokes too many cigars!” 

The club built a legacy developing young boys 
into community leaders, successful businessmen, 
and accomplished basketball players—notably, Russ 
Gumina, a North Beach local of Italian heritage 
whose Sicilian-born father was a commercial fisher- 
man. Beginning in 1969, Gumina was on the club's 
staff and was its executive director from 1988-2015. A 
1958 graduate of Salesian School and a 1962 graduate 
of Sacred Heart School, he was drafted by the Boston 
Celtics in 1966 but decided not to play in the NBA, 
dropping out of law school and dedicating his career to 
continue building the Salesian Club. 

On days my mother worked late as a seamstress in 
the garment district downtown, after school I would 
walk a few blocks to the St. Francis Day Home, a 
Catholic childcare center for working parents located 
at 1441 Powell Street (near Broadway). After work, she 
would pick me up, and we would walk home hand-in- 
hand, chatting about the day's events. Run by the Holy 
Family Sisters, the facility closed in 1976 after 96 years 
of operation. The site is now the On Lok House senior 
care facility serving a largely Asian population. 

Pastor Father Joseph Costanzo administered my 
First Holy Communion, and I occasionally served as one 
of his two altar boys. As he said Mass in Latin, another 
altar boy and I would argue over who would light the 
incense (holy smoke symbolic of purification) and who 
would ring the bell (drawing attention to the conversion 
of the communal bread and wine into the body and 
blood of Christ). I wanted to ring the bell. Fr. Costanzo 
would turn around and say in Italian “Basta!” (Enough!) 

A native Italian, he was a major voice in the com- 
munity who held Sunday Mass, administered the 
church sacraments, and officiated weddings and funer- 
als. Although small in stature, Fr. Costanzo was a pow- 
erful orator whose fiery pulpit-style sermons, spoken 
in eloquent Italian, had a strong appeal to the Italian 
community. Echoing within the church's Romanesque 
arches, not a soul dared to doze during his rhetorical 
declamations that could exorcise Satan back to hell. 

While Fr. Costanzo was admired by the adults in 
the Italian community, the younger Fr. Larry Byrne was 
well-liked by Salesian School students and my hero. A 
handsome man, with reddish-brown hair and a boyish 
face, he was a former U.S. Marine chaplain who saw 
action in many South Pacific campaigns in World War 
II. Serving as the chaplain of the club now named in 
his honor, he was also my preferred priest to hear con- 
fession because his absolutions for my fledgling, sinful 


ways were kind and forgiving with nominal penances to 


Salesian School classmates Rudy Lapera and Ralph Blasi. 
Courtesy OF RALPH BLAS! 
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be said. The Salesian nuns, on the other hand, were not 
so forgiving for my youthful malevolence. 

In 1952, after transferring from Jean Park 
Elementary School at Broadway and Powell, I entered 
the second grade at Salesian School and discov- 
ered the disciplined hand of Sister Florence Bona, a 
newly arrived member of the order of St. Don Bosco, 
Diminutive and bespectacled in her black and white 
habit, reminiscent of Gary Oldman’s seductive movie 
portrayal of Dracula, hands folded under her habit's 
black apron, she seemed to move about without walk- 
ing as if on a motorized platform. If you were misbe- 
having, she would whack you across the back of the 
knee with her wooden pointer, always at the ready to 
punish any wrong deed. 

One of the events that frightened me that year was 
a mock air raid alert during the Cold War between the 
United States and the Soviet Union. At the sound of 
the siren, all traffic stopped, and pedestrians took shel- 
ter in officially designated buildings, which included 
the basement gym of Ss. Peter & Paul Church. As the 
siren wailed, Sister Florence quickly lowered the win- 
dow shades, and we ducked under our ornate cast iron- 
framed wooden desks. I didn't see it, but I recall hearing 
the thrumming sound of a large plane flying over us. 

Attending Sister Catherine's third-grade class, I 
wasnt sure what was more terrifying—an atomic bomb 
or the Devil. One day Billy Booth and I were sitting 
at adjacent desks in the back of her third-grade class, 
quietly laughing, engaged in puerile mischief—but not 
quiet enough for her to not notice what we were up 
to. Walking briskly to the back of the room, she was 
appalled at what she saw. Billy and I were exchanging 
crude explicit drawings of naked women in various 
compromised positions. With each arm, she imme- 
diately grabbed both of us by the ear (Billy having 
especially large ears), yanked us out of our desks, and 
brought us to the front of the class. As we stood in our 
Catholic school uniforms disheveled and humiliated 
before the class, she crumpled our paper drawings into 
a coffee can, lit a match to them and sternly said,“ This 
is what Hell is like for eternity!” Well, you can imagine 
what this did to my burgeoning heterosexuality. 

My church confession with Father Larry that 
week was especially contrite.“Bless me father for I have 
sinned, my last confession was one week ago. This week 
I had nine impure thoughts, and I was caught by Sister 
Catherine drawing dirty pictures of naked women.” 

Sister Veronica, feared for her linebacker arms, 
was the eighth-grade holy terror I wanted to avoid. But 
by 1957, our family moved across town to the City’s 
Sunnyside district where I completed my grammar 
school education at Corpus Christi School. Today, 
Salesian School's vice principal, Sister Josephine Ochoa, 
is the only nun teaching—the rest of the faculty are lay 
people. Salesian School students now come from any- 
where in the city, and they are no longer predominantly 
Italian. Compared to the $50 per year tuition of the 
’50s, the annual tuition is now more than $26,500. 

More than 70 years later, at an exhibit of my pho- 
tography at the Live Worms Gallery in North Beach, 
I encountered a pair of sleepy blue eyes peering at me 
under a baseball cap and a sotto voce greeting I imme- 
diately recognized. “Charles, how are you? I've been 
admiring your photo exhibit!” 

It was Frank Viollis, one of my Salesian School 
classmates who, after all these years, lives in the same 
flat on Lombard Street not far from where my family 
lived. In the subsequent weeks, he reconnected me with 
some of my Salesian School classmates with whom I 
had lively phone calls remembering our shared expe- 
riences. Our meeting culminated in the Old Timer’s 
Dinner held recently at the Salesian Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club gym, where a few hundred Salesian School alum- 
ni gathered to exchange stories of growing up in North 


Beach. The guest of honor was Rich Azzolino, owner 


Rudy Lapera, Steve Ebinger, Michael Murray, and Ralph 
Blasi (left to right), Salesian School alumni. © Cuartes Versace! 
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St. Francis Day Home, Charles Versaggi (far right, second row). 


of Sotto Mare restaurant and Salesian School alumnus. 

Back in the day, like so many school children, 
Catholic and secular, we were inculcated with the 
concept of “impure thoughts;:” the idea that sex is dirty, 
sex is evil—even thinking about it was sinful. (Jimmy 
Carter committed adultery in his heart many times!) 
We were taught to fear our bodies, fear our sexuality, 
fear anything that was “too pleasurable.’ By extension, 
freedom of expression came with guilt. How did the 
natural desire for sexual/emotional union get confused 
with “sin?” Masturbation was a mortal sin! Not only 
was it forbidden to have sex outside of procreative 
marriage (fornication!), but—lo and behold 
if you were gay—that was the ultimate 
unspoken sin. 

Our weekly ritual of Monday- 
through-Friday 


Saturday confession of our sins, 


sinning, the 


and the Sunday mass with the 
hellfire-and-damnation sermon— 
followed by the redemptive Holy 
Communion, was the psycho- 
logical reinforcement that kept 
“sinners” perennially hooked on 
guilt. As we grapple with women’s 
rights to choose abortion and birth 
control and ban woke book titles that 
center on L.G.B.T.Q., we've all likely 


been infected with noxious ideas about 


nowelG 


sex that come straight from the ancient 
Near East and medieval Europe by way 
of the Catholic Church or derivative 
Protestant sects. 

Today I appreciate Catholicism as a 
part of my cultural heritage, retaining a warm nostal- 
gia for the comfort of its ritual, beauty, and grandeur. 
It was the humanistic glue that bound North Beach 
Italians into the community and home that still tugs 
at my heart. And thanks to Sister Catherine and her 


Jack & Ida Romeo Wedding, 
Charles Versaggi Ringbearer. 


Courtesy OF CHARLES VERSAGGI 


Courtesy OF CHARLES VERSAGGI 


dedicated peers, I got one hell-of-an education. (All 
that sentence outlining paid off!) 

My reunion was more than just a homecoming 
with my classmates and fondly recalling of childhood 
memories. Most importantly, it was an existential 
opportunity—a blessing of grace and gratitude to 
reunite with my child of the ’50s, reconciling my reli- 
gious trauma, allowing myself to heal those emotional 
wounds—wounds I subconsciously carried for the 
better part of my life, to love and forgive myself, giving 
myself permission to express myself freely as a sentient 

human being, emotionally, physically, sexually, and 
spiritually, letting go of all that holy shit. 
‘ North Beach continues to be a force 
majeure, a state of heart and mind—an 
addiction I can't break. Italianita was 
my first family, my Ss. Peter & Paul 
Church, my Coit Tower (with its 
Christopher Columbus statue), my 
Salesian Boys’ and Girls’ Club, my 
Father Larry, my Palace Theatre, 
my St. Francis Day Home (where 
Mom surprised me with a shiny 
red scooter wrapped in butcher 
paper), my Herbert's Sherbet (now 
Momma’), my Liguria Bakery, my 
Victoria Pastry (delicious Italian rum 
cake!), my Stella’s Pastry (the best can- 
noli this side of Sicily!), my Buon Gusto 
Market, my Fishermans Wharf, my Nonno 
and Nonna on Varennes, my Uncle 
Jack (who made salami at Buon Gusto's 
Sausage Factory), my homemade roller 
coaster (hurtling down Lombard Street 
without getting hit by the #15 Muni bus at Powell), 
my Joe Di Maggio playground and Crystal Plunge 
swimming pool, and my Washington Square with the 
old Italians in faded felt hats—my home. 


” 
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TRANSPORTATION 
REPORT 


by Howard Wong, AIA, Committee Chair 
howard.wong@thd.org, 


Governor and State Legislators add 
Bailout Transit Funds to Budget 
Struggling with a $31.5 billion state budget deficit, 


the Governor and legislators negotiated a temporary 
transit bailout with a two-year lifeline to deficit-ridden 
transit agencies, Restoring previous transit cuts by 
the Governor, the State Assembly and Senate rein- 
stated $2 billion to the Transit Intercity Rail Capital 
Program ($4 billion in total) and added a three-year 
$1.1 billion appropriation to the new Zero-Emission 
Transit Capital Program. Bay Area Transit will receive 
$800 million of the Transit Intercity Rail capital funds 
and $400 million of the Zero-Emission Transit capital 
funds. Moreover, most new funding will be made “flex- 
ible’—usable for either capital/infrastructure projects 
or transit operations. However, shifting capital funds 
to operations creates a conundrum, either sustaining 
transit service or losing huge federal capital grants that 
require local matching capital funds. 


Muni had Forecasted Route and Service 
Cuts—Temporarily Averted 


The SF Municipal Transportation Agency 
(SFMTA) had projected a $130 million budget short- 
fall by 2025. With low post-pandemic ridership and 
depleted federal relief funds, SFMTA had planned to 
cut 20 Muni routes (one per month starting in Summer 
2023), including hilltop routes like the #36-Teresita, 
#37-Corbett, and #39-Coit buses. Though low in rid- 
ership, neighborhood routes are indispensable for the 
disabled, seniors, youth, and those transit-dependent. 
Hilltop routes warrant protection based on Muni’s own 
post-pandemic recovery guidelines—that every SF res- 
ident be within three blocks of a Muni stop. If hilltop 
routes are threatened again when state funds run out, or 
as is the case, every ten years or so, neighborhoods must 
unite to preserve transit equity across the City. 


Governor/Legislators Impose Account- 
ability Conditions on New Funding 


Because accountability is not already standard prac- 
tice, new budget legislation imposes reporting require- 
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TRANSIT FISCAL CLIFF DELAYED 


ments on how transit funding is spent and how riders’ 
experiences are enhanced. More effective business mod- 
els will be needed to address structural deficits. 

Also, a new Transit Transformation Task Force 
will focus on making transit more appealing. Even 
prior to the pandemic, Muni had declining ridership, 
despite tens of billions of dollars of expenditures on 
capital projects and operations. With declining rev- 
enues and ridership, transit agencies are now forced 
to focus on fundamentals like cleanliness, customer 
service, reliability, safety, and seamless coordination 
between the Bay Area's 27 transit agencies. As never 
before, effective/efficient projects are needed, which 
add the most service, to benefit the most people, at the 
lowest costs and in the shortest timeframes—while 
fixing systemic problems and structural deficits. 


Future Funding Sources for Public Transit 
Being Sought 
To be fair, many transit agencies ¥ 

around the country/world do receive 

state/provincial/federal subsidies, and \ 

California's transit agencies deserve 

consideration for annual state fund- 

ing. But SFMTA has had annual 
billion-dollar operating budgets and 
billion-dollar capital funds, leading to 
poor return on investments and justify- 
ing reassessment of spending priorities. 

Prior to the pandemic, SFMTA‘s 

Transportation Task Force Reports 

2030 and 2045 had identified a bevy of revenue mea- 

sures, including gas/parcel/payroll/property/sales/ 


vehicle taxes, local/regional bond measures, higher 


ridors. 


VIRTUAL BOARD 
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
APRIL — JUNE 2023 


by Mary Lipian, Recording Secretary 
mary.lipian@thd.org 


April 2023 


President Stan Hayes welcomed newly elected 
board members Greta Alexander, Fran Schreiberg, and 
Peter Stevens. 


The THD annual general membership meeting 


1042 Kearny Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 
Phone: (415) 398-9696 
www.tommasos.com 


Home of the first wood-fired pizza oven on the West Coast. 
Since 1955. 


Miami Free Trolley Loops Four cir- 

cular routes provide easy access to 
major tourist sites and urban nodes, 
like Little Havana, South Beach cor- 


fares/fees/fines, congestion pricing, and more. Some 
measures have been implemented. Others failed at the 
ballot box, like a sales tax in 2016 and a bond measure 
in 2022. Proposals for higher bridge tolls and toll roads 
are in the works. The Muni $400 million general obli- 
gation bond will return to the ballot box again. The 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission is planning 
a regional transportation measure for public transpor- 
tation. 


Responding to the Post-Covid Transit 
World: Old and New Ways 


New York City plans for bus/subway fare increases 
as well as the implementation of congestion pricing, 
charging cars that enter Manhattan south of 60th 
Street. Where state transit subsidies are reliable, new 
free transit can boost ridership, such as Boston's free 

buses on core routes and Washington, 

i DC’s free buses on all routes. But 
H well-designed routes can boost rid- 
| ership, too, Muni’s 22-Fillmore and 
49-Van Ness buses have gained rid- 
] ership post-pandemic, showing the 
value of neighborhood-to-neighbor- 
"| hood circulation and dedicated bus 
lanes. For decades, well-conceived bus 
routes have strengthened business and 
neighborhood corridors. By example, 
Denver's free 16th Street bus loop 
eee fortifies its downtown. Miami's four 
free trolley loops connect South Beach, 

Little Havana, downtown, and the waterfront. Smart 
design, fundamentals, and planning can transform 
transit quickly, It has been done before. xe 


held on April 11th was a success, with close to 50 
members attending. Stan Hayes thanked Kristen Foley 
for organizing the event. 

Two awards were presented at the meeting: A 
Certificate of Appreciation was awarded to Al Fontes 
for his invaluable contributions as President of the 
Telegraph Hill Dwellers, and a Vanguard of the Hill 
award was presented to Joe Luttrell for his leadership 
as president, treasurer, board member and for founding 
and maintaining the “Goat Hill” email list, uniting over 
200 Telegraph Hill neighbors. 

On April 24th “From the President's Podium 
with Board President Aaron Peskin” took place over 
Zoom with 160 people in attendance. President Peskin 
addressed what can be realistically achieved in the next 
18 months. 


May 2023 


The Board provided feedback on the proposed 
breakeven budget for fiscal year 2023-2024 to 
Treasurer Nick Ferris, and the Board passed a motion 
unanimously to adopt it. 

The Board unanimously passed a motion to reap- 
prove the following special committees: 

Neighborhood Engagement, Arts and Culture, 
Communication, and Oral History. 

An “Affordable Housing Forum” event took place 
on May 23rd at Petite Lil's, 1707 Powell Street. 
Panelists included Alex Lantsberg, Shanti Singh, and 
Joseph Smooke (who replaced John Avalos at the last 
minute). The goal was to educate and begin a conver- 
sation with the THD membership and neighborhood. 


June 2023 


THD members gathered at Savoy Tivoli for 
Thirsty Third Thursday on June 15th. 

THD participated in the North Beach Fair on 
June 17th and 18th with a booth on Grant Avenue 
featuring the sale of THD memberships, sweatshirts, 
t-shirts, books, and Coit Tower glasses. 

The THD-sponsored Films With Friends was 
kicked off on June 21st with eight venues presenting 
a variety of films. Initiated by Chair of THD’s Art & 
Culture Committee Nanci Gaglio, Films With Friends 
will take place every third Wednesday of the month 
through November. Cards and posters helped advertise 
the June event. 

The San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 
legislation to name the wild parrots as the official ani- 
mal of San Francisco. nd 
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Advertise in 
The Semaphore. 


Reach Our 


Telegraph Hill Dwellers Community 


Join Our Roster of Neighborhood-Serving Businesses. 


For Ad Sizes and Rates, Contact: 
Andy Katz at andy.katz@thd.org 


SF’s original hot yoga 
studio. Newly renovated! 


Private Studio Rental 
Hot Yoga & Movement — 
www.solyogasf.com 
910 Columbus Ave INTRO SPECIAL 
(at Lombard next to the Comet Cleaners) $60 ONE MONTH 
UNLIMITED YOGA 


We 


Breakfast Pp A T’S Support 


& Lunch Small 
7:30 to 2:30— ca .y E Business 
this is 7 days a 

week. 


2330 Taylor Street 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
415-776-8735 


AWESOME BREAKFASTS & LUNCHES 


THD Committees NEED You 


Get involved in our neighborhood and make a difference! Join a THD 


committee and help keep the Hill a special place to live. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


Budget: Nick Ferris nick.ferris@thd.org 
Membership: Andy Katz THDmembership@gmail.com 
Oral History Project Manager: John Doxey oralhistory@thd.org 
Transportation: Howard Wong howard.wong@thd.org 
Parks & Trees: Michael Rothmann michael.rothmann@thd.org 
Planning & Zoning: Nancy Shanahan, Stan Hayes, and Mary Lipian PZ@thd.org 
Semaphore: Cap Caplan (Editor) cap.caplan@thd.org 
David Lipkin (Photo Editor) david. lipkin@thd.org 
Social & Programs: Kristen Foley social@thd.org 
Waterfront: Greg Chiampou waterfront@thd.org 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


Art & Culture: Nanci Gaglio nanci.gaglio@thd.org 
Neighborhood Engagement: Nick Fertis nick.ferris@thd.org 


PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE MEETS last Thursdays 
of each month. Call for time and location. 
986-7070 or 563-3494 or 391-5652. 


LIAISONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
Central Police District Community Advisory Board: Daryl Babbitt 
Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods: Al Fontes 

Friends of Washington Square: Michael Rothmann 

Northeast Waterfront Advisory Group Member: Stan Hayes 
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LUDDITE CLUB 


by Judy Irving 


f you have a cell phone and are thinking of giving it 
[= please be in touch, If you never had one, please 

be in touch. If you had one but gave it up, please be 
in touch, I've started doing research on people like you. 
This might or might not turn into a movie; more like- 
ly, it will turn into an essay. I would love to hear your 
stories! PS: I’ve never had a cell phone, nor do I want 
one. I understand that this is a privileged position in a 
world that often requires employees to have them. But 
I’m freelance. I also understand that parents want to 
keep their children safe and to know where they are. I 
don't have children. So it’s not for everyone, this notion 
of life without a cell phone. But if it resonates with you, 
I'm at films@pelicanmedia.org. Thanks! 


Background: Last December I read an article in the 


New York Times about a group of Brooklyn high school 
students who had given up their cell phones and were 
meeting every Sunday in Prospect Park to talk to each 
other, play music, go for walks, look at birds, knit, sew, 
paint, draw—i.e., live life in the real world rather than 
on a small screen, This fascinated me, especially the fact 
that the idea came from the students themselves; it was 
not something forced on them by adults. In fact, many 
of the parents didn’t want their teenagers to give up 
their cell phones because then they couldnt track where 
they were! The first “Luddite Club” spawned two more 
at nearby Brooklyn high schools. I've been trying to 
find similar small, underground, grass-roots rebellions 
here in the Bay Area but have so far come up empty. 
If you know of anything, please let me know! Here's 
the link to the NY Times piece: https://www.nytimes. 


com/2022/12/15/style/teens-social-media.btml. — o@ 
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WELCOMING 
NEW MEMBERS! 


There’s no better way to be connected to your neighborhood and be a voice of the Hill 
than by joining Telegraph Hill Dwellers today. 


Join at thd.org. If you’d prefer to have a brochure and sign-up form mailed to you, please send an email to 
membership@thd.org. Already a member? Give one as a gift! 


Membership includes: 


¢ A one-year subscription to news & events via email and a quarterly publication, The Semaphore. 
* Opportunities to be active in your community. Your passion likely aligns to one of many committees. 
* Social and Art & Culture events throughout the year—attend and contribute! 


Annual Dues: 
Individuals ...........000.. 
Households ..........00.. 
Seniors (65 and older) 
Senior Households 


Join now or give the gift of membership at THD.org or email membership@thd.org. 
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